PETITION for NOMINATION of a CANDIDATE for
A Member of the Board of Education as required by Chapter 2018 of the Laws of 1952
fora3 YEAR TERM

TO: The Clerk of Willsboro Central School District
We the undersigned, do hereby state that we are duly qualified voters of Willsboro Central School District, and we hereby nominate the

following named person as a candidate for the full term of member of the Board of Education of Willsboro Central School District to fill one of the
vacancies currently held by: Phyllis Klein & Heather Sheehan

Name of Candidate Residence of Candidate

Signature must be witnessed by candidate
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Willsboro Central School District
School Board Candidate
Expenditure/Contribution Statement

(For Reporting expenditure/contributions less than $500)

Submission Date: April 19, 2021 May 13, 2021 June 7, 2021

TO: Brandy Pierce Nolette, District Clerk
Willsboro Central School
29 School Lane
Willsboro, N.Y. 12996

BY: Registered Mail, Return Receipt Requested

COUNTY OF ESSEX )
): ss
STATE OF NEW YORK )

l, , being duly sworn, depose and say:
(Name of Candidate)

1. lreside at , , New York
(Address) (City or Town)

2. lam a candidate for member of the Board of Education of the Willsboro Central School District in
the election to be held on May 18, 2021.

3. Toandinincluding the date immediately preceding the date hereof, election expenditures in my

campaign did not exceed five hundred dollars ($500.00), and contributions received to not exceed
five hundred dollars ($500.00).

4. The above information is true and correct to the best of my knowledge, information and belief.

Candidate Signature

Subscribed and sworn to before me
this , day of ,2021

Notary Public



What is a 'sworn’ campaign expenditure statement?

Decision suggests disclosures must be notarized

During election season, it is good practice for school districts to remind candidates of disclosure requirements.
If a candidate spends less than $500, he or she needs to file a sworn statement to that effect. However, if a
candidate spends $500 or more, he or she must provide a sworn statement itemizing his or her expenditures
and contributions received.

Statements must be filed at three points: 30 days before the election, five days before and 20 days after the
election. Special rules apply if candidates receive a contribution in excess of $1,000 after the close of a
reporting period.

Questions often arise regarding the exact nature of the sworn statement requirement. Can a candidate merely
"attest" to the contents of the statement? Does it suffice to say the statement is made under penalty of law?

The recent decision in Appeal of the Board of Educ. of Hempstead Union Free Sch. Dist. offers some insight
into how the commissioner might rule in a case directly raising such issues.

The facts in that appeal involved two unsworn statements regarding certain irregularities in the absentee ballot
process. In a footnote, the commissioner indicated both statements contained language that the signatory was
"duly sworn" and made "under the penalties of perjury" but neither was sworn to or signed before a notary
public. As such, the commissioner considered them unsworn.

This determination has implications for other documents required to be filed as part of the election process,
such as campaign expenditure and contributions statements. Based on the commissioner's finding, candidates
must attest to the truth of the contents of the expenditure and contribution statements in front of a notary
public.

Other important reminders depicted in the case include:

e School boards themselves can initiate appeals regarding elections, if irregularities occurred which
may have vitiated the process. In this case, the school board itself commenced the appeal based on
perceived irregularities in the election process that it deemed affected the results of the election.

e State election law provisions generally do not apply to school district elections; rather, state
Education Law controls. The commissioner made this point when ruling on whether it was proper for
a volunteer translator to accompany a voter into the voting booth. While state election law permits
voters to receive translation assistance from "a person of the voter's choice," the commissioner those
provisions were ruled inapplicable. This ruling allows school districts to insist that voters use a
district-provided translator, if provided (as was the case in Hempstead).

e Irregularities in the absentee ballot process can result in the invalidation of results, if they affect
the outcome of the election, budget vote or referendum. In this case, the district had concerns that
large numbers of absentee ballots were hand-delivered to the polling site by a group of individuals.
According to the commissioner, however, no law prevents that and it would be speculative to
conclude that such conduct raises doubt as to the integrity of the voting process.

Review chapter 17 of NYSSBA's School Law book, 35th edition, for information on absentee ballots. Other
portions of the book dealing with elections, budget votes and referendums are chapters 6, 15, 16, and 19.
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